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The next Warden of Launde Abbey will be the Revd Alison 
Christian. Alison is currently the Rector of St John the 
Evangelist, Stanmore, Middlesex in the Diocese of London. 
  

Richard Brand, Chairman of the Trustees of Launde Abbey, 
said “I am extremely pleased we shall be welcoming Alison as 
Launde’s next Warden. Alison has a deeply impressive spirituality, an authentic 
prayerfulness, and embodies much of what a retreat house stands for. She has 
significant collaborative skills and a commitment to integrating spirituality and 
mission. Alison brings the right gifts to Launde for this next stage of its ministry 
and the Trustees greatly look forward to working with her.” 
 
Alison Christian has been the Rector of St John the Evangelist Stanmore since 
2002, and has served all her ministry in the Diocese of London. As Rector she 
has responsibility for a large suburban parish, with a significant lay ministry team. 
Alison brings to Launde Abbey a wealth of experience in the areas of spirituality 
and  prayer, including leading retreats, quiet days, spiritual direction, teaching on 
spirituality and prayer courses, and the use of art in retreats. In the wider church 
she has been an Area Diocesan Director of Ordinands and has a track record of 
nurturing people in their faith journey including fostering vocations to the 
ordained ministry. She has an MA in Christian Spirituality. Prior to ordination 
Alison worked as an actor in theatre and on radio. 
 

In accepting the post, Alison Christian said “I am very pleased to have been 
offered the post of Warden of Launde Abbey and look forward to working with 
others on the staff and across the dioceses of Leicester and Peterborough in 
further developing the Abbey as a powerful resource for spirituality and mission.  
I hope the Abbey will continue to be a place of hospitality, offering a welcome to 
all and being a place of retreat, enrichment and renewal.” 

On hearing the news of Alison’s appointment, the Bishop of Leicester, the Rt 
Revd Tim Stevens, said “We are looking forward to Alison’s leadership at Launde 
Abbey. She brings a passionate conviction about the transforming power of 
prayer, a warm pastoral heart and significant parish experience. She will be a 
great gift to this great retreat house.”. 
 
The Bishop of Peterborough, the Rt Revd Donald Allister, commented “I am so 
pleased that Alison Christian has been appointed as Warden of Launde Abbey. 



Her application was first rate and I hear from her current bishop that she is an 
excellent priest, and that he considers her the ideal person for Launde. She will 
bring much experience of ministry and many relevant gifts. I look forward to 
welcoming her and to working with her.” 
 
It is hope Alison will be licensed at a service at Launde Abbey in early November, 
followed by a welcome to the Diocese of Leicester in Leicester Cathedral later 
that month. Further details will be announced in due course. 
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